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President’s Column

issue. And, speaking of the Blue Notes, if you have any ideas and
thoughts on future articles or interviews you would like to see in the
Blue Notes, please let us know – you can contact either Cari Chenkin and Jan Kelley, Blue Notes Co-Editors, or Newsletter Committee
member Barbara Katen, or me! - Keeping the Blues Alive! - Sally

By Sally Katen
Summer is here and it’s going to be a HOT one!
And by HOT, I mean we have a lot of exciting
articles and events to share with you.
Be sure to check out the column “A Casual
Conversation with Dennis Jones.” Dennis is an
awesome musician with a large Capital City following. He will be
performing at "Blues & Bourbon" at the Starlet Room on July 20th.
Dennis always delivers a top notch show and you won’t want to
miss it.
In addition, check out the review of the Blues Music Awards and IBC
article written by our good blues buddy, Dennis Moffett.
We are excited to be promoting several upcoming events. First is
the SBS-sponsored BATTLE OF THE SAXES on July 16th at the
West Sacramento VFW Hall with Terry Hanck, Danny Sandoval,
Nancy Wright & Marty Deradoorian. This is a battle you're going to
want to see!!
Then there's the 11th Annual Blues & Bones Festival on September
24th at the Calaveras County Fairgrounds in Angels Camp. Promoter
Ron Robidoux not only shares a little background about this festival
(see article in this issue), but33 also offers our SBS members a $10
discount on festival admission with the use of promo code sacblues
($5 of each ticket sold using the SBS promo code will be donated
back to the SBS Blues in the Schools program!). Eric Gales is
headlining the Blues & Bones festival! Other performers are Terrie
Odabi, Jeramy Norris and The Blues Cartel, and the Kyle Rowland Blues Band.
The very next day after Blues & Bones (Sunday, September 25th)
is our Sacramento Blues Society’s Hall of Fame Induction and
afterparty! Read about this year’s class of HOF inductees in this

Blues In The Schools (BITS)
Update
by Rick Snyder, BITS Chairman

Hidey-ho boys and girls! Just when you thought
it could not get any weirder, it does. Sadly, we
have had a change in the Blues in the Schools
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SBS 2022 Hall of Fame Inductees

BITS Update, con't. from P. 2

committee; Jeff Herzog, formerly the Co-Chair, has moved on due
to overwhelming obligations running his own business. That leaves
yours truly as the Chairman of the committee. As always, we can
certainly use some hands on board to assist. You only need to be a
member of the Sacramento Blues Society to be a part of the BITS
committee. Contact me, Rick Snyder, at rick@3sunzconsulting.com
if you would like to be a part of this incredible group of people and
give something back to the kids in the Greater Sacramento Area.
We had to indefinitely postpone our Sacramento Music Expo that
was to take place in July, due to circumstances beyond our control.
On a positive note (no pun intended), our collaboration with the
John Lee Hooker Foundation in the Bay Area, “A Journey Through
the Blues”, resulted in a highly successful and enjoyable event at
Club Fox on June 5th. More on that elsewhere in this issue of Blue
Notes. That was part one of a two-part presentation.
Part two will occur at the Sofia in Sacramento on November 4th,
where blues phenom Blind Lemon Peel has offered to share the
stage with SBS Blues In The Schools to continue our fundraising
efforts. We will open the show with several BITS alumni directed by
local blues icon Kyle Rowland, followed by the Level Up Community
Blues Choir, a remarkable guest singer, then Blind Lemon Peel with
special guests. We will have a Martin Guitar to auction and gifts
from our sponsors to raffle. You won’t want to miss this, especially
you SBS members, as we will be offering a discounted ticket for all
of you.
Even though Covid kept us out of the schools this school year, it
looks like we will be going to summer school this July for an auditorium assembly. Stay tuned for more details. And remember, blues is
what brings us together today!

After a months-long nomination period, during which SBS members
were encouraged to nominate prospective members for the Hall of
Fame, the SBS Hall of Fame Committee has announced the “Class
of 2022” Inductees. Let’s give a big round of applause and appreciation to this year’s Inductees:
• Chris Fraire
• Chris Martinez
• John Noxon
• Leigh Lunetta
• Saxophone Zot
Please be sure and congratulate them if you see them out and
about!
2022’s SBS Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony and Afterparty will
occur on Sunday, September 25, 2022. The event will be held at
Harlow’s from 1 to 5 pm, then we’ll move to the Torch Club for the
Afterparty at 6 pm. Tickets will be available later this summer, so
check our website to find out when they go on sale.

Johnny “Guitar” Knox Birthday Party
Memorial Pro Jam

By Sally Katen
Originally scheduled for January and postponed due to an uptick of
Covid cases, on June 12th on a sunny afternoon at the Torch Club
we finally were able to have the Third Annual Johnny "Guitar" Knox
Memorial Pro Jam. And what a great event it was!
SBS Hall of Fame Members were invited to participate and their
response to the invite is always spectacular. Getting so many Hall
of Fame musicians to participate gratis to honor Johnny and donate
their talent and time to this fundraiser for the SBS Hall of Fame says
a lot about how loved and respected Johnny was and still is. I would
like to thank Aaron King, Ratatat Pat, Stan Powell, Greg Roberts,
Marty Deradoorian, Lew Fratis, Jimmy Pailer, Dave Croall, Marilyn
Woods, Marcel Smith and a big thank you to Ray "Catfish" Copeland for organizing and gathering the musicians for the Pro Jam.
I would also like to thank the SBS volunteers who graciously gave
their Sunday afternoon to insure the success of the event. Thank
you Esther and Ernie Vasques, Julio Covington, Bobbie Felt-Armstrong, and Lynette Shumway and Earl Withycombe.
Also, many thanks to Marina Texiera for again offering up the Torch
as a venue for this event. This event has become an annual event
that many look forward to every year. And finally, thanks to all of
you who came out to join us and celebrate Johnny’s life and legacy.
I know he would be so proud and honored.
Hope to see you next year at the 4th Annual Memorial Pro Jam!

SMILE!

Support the Sacramento Blues Society by shopping
at Amazon Smile. You get all the same pages as
"regular" Amazon - and Amazon will donate 0.5% of
the price of all eligible smile.amazon.com purchases
to the Sacramento Blues Society!
Just go to smile.amazon.com, go to Your Account
& follow instructions to select SBS as your charity of
choice, and keep on shopping!
Thank you for your support!
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The Sacramento Blues Society Little
Charlie Baty Memorial Music
Scholarship By Mindy Giles

Dennis Jones. Indeed, I was blown away and that
was just the first time I saw Dennis perform. I even
held one of my birthday celebrations specifically
on a November evening when he was performing
at the Torch so I could get some of my friends to
see him. That night I can say for sure that Dennis Jones acquired more fans. I am still and will
always remain a huge fan and can’t wait to see Dennis at Blues &
Bourbon at the Starlet Room on July 20th. It was really cool having
the opportunity to do this interview with him.
Blue Notes (BN): What was
your inspiration and how did
you get your start in music?
Dennis Jones (DJ): Growing
up in a small town in Baltimore
County, there sometimes
wasn’t a lot for a young kid to
do. Music grabbed my attention. I remember trying to sing
every song on the radio. Once
I got a guitar, my whole life
changed.
BN: Who are your biggest
musical influences?
DJ: The Rolling Stones, Jimi Hendrix, Led Zeppelin, ZZ Top, Robin
Trower, and many more. The 70s were great!
BN: How and why did you first pick up the guitar?
DJ: It was a Christmas present from my parents when I was 13. I
really wanted to play drums, but my parents thought they would be
too loud in the house, and my second choice was guitar. Little did
my parents know that within three years, I would have a Marshall
amplifier in our living room, which was louder than drums.
BN: What do you think you would be doing if you weren’t a musician?
DJ: That’s a good question. I served in the military when I was
young, and I also was an elevator technician for many years, but all
I have ever wanted to do is write and perform music. So hopefully if
I weren’t a musician, I’d be doing something in the music industry.
BN: What has your journey been like during the past two years playing gigs and staying connected to your fans?
DJ: Initially when COVID hit, I had a tough time, like all musicians.
But after a few months, I regrouped. I started live streaming my
original acoustic songs every Sunday night and performed some
live streamed concerts from music venues without any in-person
audience. I really missed the personal connection from fans. Then
I finished and released an album, entitled Soft, Hard and Loud.
Reviews were great, and it charted well, but it was difficult to not be
able to promote it on the road.
BN: What has been the highlight of your career so far?
DJ: There have been many. Meeting some of my heroes and performing on the same bill with them is high on the list. From Johnny
Winter, Buddy Guy, Dick Dale, to George Thorogood, I feel fortunate
that they gave me the confidence and thumbs up to let me know I’m
on the right path.
BN: How would you describe yourself as a musician in one sentence?

The Sacramento Blues Society Little Charlie Baty
Memorial Music Scholarship has been created in
honor of Charles “Little Charlie” Baty, master guitarist, and fearless blues musician. This scholarship
honors Charlie Baty’s
commitment to the Blues in the Schools
program, and supports the Sacramento
Blues Society’s commitment to continuing the education and preservation of
Blues music. It is intended to support
students in the School of Music within
the College of Arts and Letters, California State University, Sacramento,
California.
Student eligibility for The Sacramento
Blues Society Charlie Baty Memorial Music Scholarship shall
include:
• Music major, preference given to SBS "Blues in Schools"
participant
• Undergraduate student, preference given to incoming Freshman
• Student must be in good academic standing with the university
• Financial need may be considered, but is not required.
• Minimum of part-time enrollment is required
Student May Reapply – Student recipient(s) are eligible to reapply
for the scholarship award, and receive the scholarship for up to four
years. The student’s application will be considered by the scholarship committee as part of the entire applicant pool.
The SBS is well on our way to the $10,000 endowment goal we
need to reach to begin to award this annual scholarship with ongoing donations of SBS members, friends and fans of Little Charlie,
and especially the generosity of Rick Estrin and the Nightcats,
who donated a portion of their live concert proceeds from the Little
Charlie Baty Celebration Concert held in Sacramento on March 10,
2022.
SBS Board member Barbara Ray has been the Scholarship Committee lead in the endowment creation. Thank you Barbara! Scholarship committee members are Mindy Giles and Rex Smith. It’s
been a pleasure to work closely with Tess Dyer, Director of Development, University Advancement, Development Office.
In addition to the endowment, the SBS is committed to keeping our
community relationship going. The committee has already met with
Ms. Dyer, Dr. Stephen Blumberg – Director, School of Music, and
Dr. Sheree Meyer – Dean of the College of Arts and Letters to plan
additional event opportunities to partner in next semester.
Donations to The Sacramento Blues Society Little Charlie Baty Memorial Music Scholarship Fund can be made online at our website:
https://www.sacblues.org/support-us.html#fund

A Casual Conversation with Dennis
Jones By Barbara Katen

About 10 years ago, my cousin Sally said she had to take me to
see this fantastic musician at the Torch Club. That musician was
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BN: Favorite Food?
DJ: Sushi
BN: Favorite drink?
DJ: Margarita
BN: Favorite guilty pleasure?
DJ: A nice juicy steak once
every few months with a good
bottle of red wine
BN: Favorite sport?
DJ: Playing guitar
BN: Favorite leisure activity?
DJ: Lying on a beach on a
sunny day
BN: Favorite City?
DJ: Los Angeles
BN: Biggest pet peeve?
DJ: Rude arrogant people
BN: Cat or Dog?
DJ: Dog
BN: One thing you can’t live without?
DJ: Sunshine
BN: If you were going to have a dinner party and could invite any
four guests (living or dead), who would you invite and why?
DJ: Mohammad Ali because he wasn’t afraid to speak the truth
even if it cost him his freedom. Hendrix because he was and still is
the greatest songwriter, guitarist, and king of cool that ever lived.
W.E.B. DuBois – would love to have a conversation with him to fully
understand his brilliance. Little Richard because no one could liven
up a dinner party more than Little Richard!
BN: If you could snap your fingers and change anything in the
world, what would it be?
DJ: I’d eliminate corrupt governments, racism, poverty, and hunger
For more information on Dennis Jones, please go to www.dennisjonescentral.com

Casual Conversation w. Dennis Jones, con't. from P. 4

DJ: I’m a songwriter, guitarist and
singer who loves every moment I’m
performing and bringing joy to others.
BN: Who is the one person you
would most like to meet that you
haven’t already?
DJ: Jack White because he is provocative, intriguing, independent, and
brilliant.
BN: What is your greatest fear?
DJ: I fear that greed, ignorance, and
hatred will consume our beautiful
planet one day.
BN: What is your greatest extravagance?
DJ: Buying guitars and guitar parts
and accessories. I really enjoy building and modifying guitars.
BN: When and where were you happiest?
DJ: Right here, right now! I’m fearlessly living my dream – writing
and performing my music, supported by wonderful people who I
love and respect.
BN: If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be?
DJ: Nothing. I like me.
BN: What do you consider your greatest achievement?
DJ: To finally be able to do music for a living, which is what I wanted
to do since I was a child, is my greatest achievement – it’s not an
easy road, but I love it.
BN: What is your most treasured possession?
DJ: My health is my most treasured possession. I want to be around
as long as possible with my friends and family to share the joy of life
and music.
BN: Who are your heroes in real life?
DJ: Nurses, caregivers, teachers – people who put others before
themselves.
BN: What is your idea of perfect happiness?
DJ: Having someone you love to share every moment with.
BN: What is your biggest regret?
DJ: You can’t change the past, so what’s the point in having regrets.
BN: If you have a life motto, what is it?
DJ: Live and let live.
NOW, JUST FOR FUN, PLEASE ANSWER THESE RAPID-FIRE
TRIVIA QUESTIONS
BN: Favorite Album of all time?
DJ: Electric Ladyland
BN: Favorite quote?
DJ: A ship at shore is a safe ship but that’s not what ships are made
for.
BN: Favorite Movie?
DJ: Blazing Saddles

Blues and Bones Festival
One Man’s Dream
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By Ron Robidoux

2022 marks the 11th year for the Blues and Bones Festival in Angels Camp at the Calaveras Fairgrounds. A summer event started
by Walter (Walt) Duval back in 2011.
Walt is a California native whose love of all music started when he
was a boy. As Walt tells it, he grew up in the foothills in Richmond
Flats and fell in love with outdoor music events when he accompanied his dad to Mountain Aire concerts featuring the likes of The
Grateful Dead, Journey, Loverboy, Doobie Brothers and Tom Petty
to name just a few.
In 2010, while attending a BBQ contest one of Walt’s friends was
entered in, he wondered why they didn’t have live music playing. It
was at that moment the idea to combine Blues Music and BBQ into
a festival was born. In 2011, after selling a photography business,
his other love, Walt put on the first Blues and Bones festival which
headlined Shane Dwight and featured music by Maxx Cabello,

young women on the drums, two
guitar players trading licks, and
one of their teachers managing the bass guitar duties. Tia
Carrol wowed the audience with
a couple of her original tunes
and was then joined by Zakiya
Hooker, who shared the vocals
with Ms. Tia. Zakiya enraptured
the audience with a couple of her
own songs, accompanied by Pat
Wilder, Pamela Charles Arthur,
Steve Ehrmann, and June Core
as her band. The Bobby Young
Project was the next band to
take the stage with a set of highenergy blues that had everyone

Blues & Bones Festival, Con't. from P. 5

Jr., Jeramy Norris, Mofo Blues Band, and others. The festival has
evolved over the past 11 years with the addition of long-time friend
Ron Robidoux, who became a 50/50 partner in year five, plus the
addition of a second locale in Boise, Idaho that ran for five years
when Walt lived there, and the addition of The Special Olympics of
Northern California as the official non-profit of the festival.
Over the years the festival has featured the music of Kenny Neal,
John Lee Hooker, Jr., Chris Cain, Guitar Shorty, Ron Thompson,
and Dennis Jones, to name just a few. One fun fact is that Jeremy
Norris has played in every Blues and Bones Festival in California
since its inception. Initially held in July, the festival was rescheduled
to September, when temperatures are almost as cool as the music
being played.
Anyone who has put on a festival will tell you that doing so requires
persistence and a need to get better and more efficient every year.
Walt will tell you about the years when the temperature topped 105
degrees, dealing with difficult agents and artists and, of course, the
pandemic, as challenges that test resolve. But make no mistake,
when festival goers start arriving, the musicians start to play, and
you can smell BBQ being cooked low and slow, all the challenges
melt away and the day becomes magical.
From humble beginnings one humble man willed a dream into existence, creating a yearly outdoor music event that welcomes lovers
of the Blues and families
alike. If you are lucky
enough to attend this
year’s festival, featuring
Eric Gales, look for Walt.
He’ll be the one sporting a vintage Blues and
Bones t-shirt and wearing a well-earned smile.
This year’s event takes
place on September 24,
2022, at the fairgrounds in
Angels Camp. For more
information and to purchase tickets go to www.
BluesandBones.com.

on their feet.
In a nonstop
whirlwind of blues,
the Bobby Young
Project retook the
stage backing Kyle
Rowland and special
guest Marcel Smith,
whose vocals were
terrific as always.
Aki Kumar joined
the band for his own
brand of blues harp
and vocals. Kyle Rowland was an
absolute madman on the harp, delivering a searing performance. Then, all
the musicians took the stage to close
the show with John Lee Hooker’s
"Boogie Chillin’", featuring solos that
had the audience dancing, stomping,
and hollering throughout the song.
In between all of this hoopla, a guitar
signed by all the musicians was
auctioned, a silent auction for a guitar
donated by Gibson was held, and
a raffle drawing was held for items
donated by Cathead Records from
Clarksdale, MS, Delmark Records,
the Record Man in Redwood City, and

A Journey Through the Blues

The John Lee Hooker Foundation and Blues In
By Rick Snyder
The Schools
June 5, 2022, Club Fox Redwood City, CA
What do you get when you…
Bring together Zakiya Hooker (John Lee Hooker’s daughter), Tia
Carroll, Aki Kumar, Kyle Rowland, Marcel Smith, The Bobby Young
Project, Pamela Charles Arthur on the keys, Pat Wilder on guitar,
June Core on the drums, Steve Ehrmann on bass and the Eastside
College Prep BITS Band? A Journey Through the Blues!
And what a journey it was. Talk about a fantastic group of musicians, singers, and songwriters. All these folks came together to
assist the John Lee Hooker Foundation and the Sacramento Blues
in the Schools in raising funds to continue the fantastic work of
bringing music education to kids from the Bay Area to the Greater
Sacramento Area.
The Eastside College Prep BITS Band opened the show with two
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several others.
Whether or
not your ticket
was pulled for
the auction,
everybody left
a winner. There
was a sense
of unity, a
feeling of love,
and a shared
devotion to the

Journey Through the Blues, con't. from P. 6

music of the blues.

Battle of the Saxes
By Mindy Giles
“Battle of the Saxes!” is coming Saturday, July 16th!
It's on! Mark your calendars for this epic battle! A honkin', blowin'
blues, soul, R&B dance party! Starring Terry Hanck, Nancy Wright,
Danny Sandoval & Marty Deradoorian.
We are at a new comfortable venue - the West Sacramento VFW
Hall - 905 Drever Street, West Sacramento, CA 95691.
Doors: 6:30pm, Music 7pm-10pm
Easy free parking, Full bar. Dance
floor. Comfortable seats. Inside concert, Outdoor patio.
TERRY HANCK: Three-time Blues
Music Awards winner for "Best Horn"!
“Exciting, tenor sax-driven blues and
soul. This Chicago native, now based
Photo by Jyrki Kallio
in South Florida, is steeped in those
genre’s traditions as a musician, singer and songwriter Hanck’s choice of material
and his presentation are impeccable. If soul/
blues is your bag, grab this." -Bob Gottlieb,
Elmore Magazine
NANCY WRIGHT: Bay Area star! Multiple
Blues Music Awards nominee! “She’s cooking on all burners with the gas high . . . killer
stuff that takes that greasy sax to places
you’ve only heard in your dreams.” Chris
Spector, Midwest Record
DANNY SANDOVAL:
West Sac's own sax showman, leads his own
band, Danny Sandoval Swinging Quartet. He
is also the featured saxman in the Mick Martin
Blues Big Band, the “Blow x Blow Jump
Blues!” with Two Tone Steiny & the Cadillacs,
Unsupervised, and The Delta Wires.
MARTY DERADOORIAN: SBS Hall of Fame
member. Came to California from Rhode
Island and worked with Johnny Mars then
onto Luther Allison, Mike Henderson, Albert
Collins, and Jesse Foster...did some guest
spots with The
Tubes...then with Jimmy Morello & the
Blue Flames for five years and The
Fabulous Flames for 12 years.
All of these sax stars will be backed by
the stellar Terry Hanck Band: Johnny
"Cat" Soubrand on blazing guitar, Tim
Wagar on bass and Butch Cousins on
drums.
Advance Tix: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/sacramento-blues-societypresents-battle-of-the-saxes-tickets-346817589747. See you there!

Memories of Burwell Briggs

Earlier this spring, the blues community was saddened to hear of
the loss of one of its stalwart members, Burwell Briggs. We grieve
his loss, and offer our sincere sympathy to his family. Some of
Burwell's friends offered to share their memories of him:
"I have many remembrances of my friend Burwell, often in darkened
blues clubs, as that is where our main interests intersected. First
from the Torch Club, where I met the wonderfully literate, reasoned
author of "The Designated Listener." I valued his opinion and appreciated that it was beyond blues.
When I created "Blues & Bourbon" Wednesdays at the Starlet Room
back in October of 2017, I clearly hit the jackpot with Burl. TWO
things he loved and could and would articulate on. I always saved a
particular seat for him, and of course, it was the best listening and
viewing one in the house. So, whilst standing there before the music
began, he with a curated flight of bourbons, and I with my clipboard,
he would pontificate on each: Appearance/Color, Nose/Aroma, Taste
and Finish.
And then, for ten minutes, we would set off on a show or a book. In
particular I recall, in early 2018 - he would fill me in on the Sacramento setting of the new non-fiction book I was reading at the
time--I'll Be Gone in the Dark: One Woman's Obsessive Search for
the Golden State Killer, a true crime book by the American writer
Michelle McNamara. I did not live in Sacramento at this scary time,
but Burwell knew a lot, and clued me in on a cable TV series that
was based on this book.
He was one of the gentlest and kindest. I will miss his crinkle smile
and bright eyes. If there was ever a perfect Kentucky Straight Bour7

plus so many more I couldn’t keep up!
Thanks to TcKing Productions for bringing the blues to this fun and
lovely outdoor setting!

Memories of Burwell, Con't. from P. 7

bon to be named for him--I think Angel's Envy is the one." – Mindy
Giles
“Burwell (Burl) Briggs called himself 'the Designated Listener' and
his presence at a music event always made it special. Soft-spoken
and gentle in manner,
he'd say, "How's it goin',
my man," and you knew
he really wanted to know
the answer. His love of
music made playing all
the more meaningful. He
truly did live up to his selfdescribed designation.
I remember when he'd
come to see The Blues
Rockers at a short-lived
venue called B.B. Wolf's in Cameron Park. What had started as a
nice, little blues club had devolved into a seedy drug den. Music
fans became increasingly uncomfortable there, yet Burwell hung
in with us to the bitter end. He made the effort to "be there" for so
many of us, and his reassuring manner could turn a disappointing
gig into one of joy. The last time I saw him was at the Green Room
Social Club in Grass Valley. He looked frail and a bit unsteady, but
his eyes were bright and focused. I was so happy to see him; I
couldn't help myself and give him a gentle hug. He was a comfort to
my soul for so many years. I will miss him.” Mick Martin
"I met Burwell at the Torch Club through our good friend, the late
Kim Duvall and always enjoyed his sense of humor. He was a
regular supporter of the local music scene and a member of the
Sacramento Blues Society. As the "Designated Listener", he shared
a weekly calendar of gigs that was much appreciated by his fellow
music lovers." Linda McShane

Sacramento Blues Society "Blue
By Cari Chenkin
Sunday" Update

Almost Blue photos by Cari Chenkin

Swabbie’s 5th Annual Spring Blues Fling
By Jan Kelley
with Chris Cain May 7, 2022

The weather was ideal on this Saturday, and listening to the Blues
at one of the better outdoor venues in Sacramento made it an easy
day.
Stockton-based Jeramy Norris and his band the Blues Cartel got the
show rolling with some hot blues to start the day right. Jeramy has
a wide repertoire that showcases his talents on guitar and vocals.
The talented bass man Chip Yeager, lookin’ and soundin’ better
than ever, and the hot drummer Peter Hackett, kept it all goin’, and
it didn’t take long for the dancers to join in on the fun! This set was
off the hook!
When the talented young Justin Walter, SBS BITS alumnus, joined
in, the crowd got into the vibe and loved every minute! Justin is
quite a guitar master for his age (16!), playing some well-known
blues like "Standin’ on Shaky Ground", "Pride & Joy", "CC Rider"
and others that incorporated rock n’ roll and a nice blues shuffle.
Headliner Chris Cain came on board and, being the true gentleman, kept Justin with him, allowing solos by this young man to great
applause from the crowd. Chris loves playing and is like an angel
on fire on the fret, sometimes stepping aside and hugging his guitar
while he allows another player to solo. He is a multi-instrumentalist
and often duets on keys with Greg Rahn, creating a lively and
entertaining act. Chris favored us with the song “Got Me Where You
Want Me” and most of the tunes from his latest CD Raisin’ Cain,
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April – Melonnee Desiree & The
LockedDownTight Band, 4/24/22
Band leader/bass player Melonnee
Desiree and the rest of her five-piece
band delivered a solid afternoon of
well-loved blues tunes for our April Blue
Sunday. Like many other blues bands,
they performed a bunch of blues classics, as well as a few original songs.
Some of the covers included versions of
Etta James' "Standin' on Shaky Ground", the JJ Cale (and notable
Lynrd Skynrd cover) "Call Me the Breeze", Freddie King's "Tore
Down", "Stormy Monday", "The Thrill Is Gone" and a cool version of
Bob Seger's "Fire Down Below". Look for Melonnee Desiree & the
LockedDownTight Band in and around the Sacramento Valley area,
you'll enjoy the show.
May – Almost Blue, 5/29/22
Our May Blue Sunday event occurred on Sunday, May 29, with
featured band Almost Blue. Led by bandleader Rob Riggle (no, not
the actor, as he always says!), the four-piece ensemble (drums,
bass, guitars and harmonica) worked its way through an excellent
blues repertoire of mostly covers, with a few originals sprinkled into
the sets for
change of
pace.
Some standout songs
included
Delbert
McClinton's
"Every Time
I Roll the
Dice", Otis
Rush's "All

Granted, this is not a heavily blues-oriented event, but we did find
many cool instruments and gear that were perfect for playing the
blues. Eastman Guitars, Lace Guitars, Shabat Guitars, Lee Oskar
Harmonicas, Seydel Harmonicas, EFNOTE Drums, Anvil Cases,
Gretsch Drums, Shure Microphones, Focusrite, Zildjian Cymbals,
and Bad Cat Amplifiers are some of the booths we spent some time
exploring. We checked out Blue Microphones. An excellent mic
for online recording, podcasts, meetings, and many other applications. Rico's Blues News uses the Yeti for our online conferences
and recording. This
is an excellent piece
of equipment, and
Blue Microphones are
having a sale as of this
publishing.
We spent some time
in the audience at the
Idea Center, where
professionals from
every aspect of the
music business shared
cutting-edge technology to cutting-edge marketing ideas. You could go to the Ranch (an
upscale country music club in Anaheim where I tried to learn to line
dance) and watch the 10th Annual She Rocks Awards. That was an
incredible event honoring women in all aspects of the music industry, from Legend Award winner Dionne Warwick to Motivator Award
winner Kerry Fiero - producer of the annual "Girl Power! Women
Working in the Music Industry" Conference to Mad Skills Award
winner EveAnna Manley- president, Manley Laboratories aka "The
Tube Chick" and more. Great event, with outstanding entertainment
and a good time for all.
We saw bassist extraordinaire Carol Kaye (of Wrecking Crew
fame) honored with this year's Les Paul Innovation Award. What an
incredible musician she is and has certainly earned this award. Past
recipients include Jackson Browne, Joe Perry, Paul McCartney, Neil
Young, Peter Frampton, and 2020 recipient Joni Mitchell.
Everywhere we went, musicians played, whether it was the brass/
woodwind section, the drum area, guitars, amps, keyboards, and
anything else one could imagine, some things beyond imagination. Indeed, one of the strangest things we saw was a working
AI female-looking robot. Folks, it was not at the SkyNet Booth, so
don't worry. Yet. Bands of every size, shape, and ilk were scattered
throughout the interior and exterior of the NAMM Show. Some who
would make you think to yourself, really? Some who would make
you gasp. And some that would make you exclaim, OMG!
No matter who we spoke to, we were always greeted warmly, spoken to as if we were all equals, and engaged in an informative conversation, whether on cutting-edge technology or an electronic drum
vs. acoustic drum debate. This is the first year since I have been
going that the show was open to the public. It's unknown to us how
many in the crowd were in the music industry and how many were
part of the general public. It didn't seem to matter. The feeling was
the same as it has always been. I'm home, here with my extended
music family. It was good to be home. NAMM 2022!

Blue Sunday Review, con't. from P. 8

Your Love (I Miss Lovin')", "Flip,
Flop & Fly", and a very tasty cover
of Dylan's "All Along the Watchtower" in the second set. Rob showed
off his musical versatility, switching
from guitar to bass, harmonica
and even drums throughout the
show. Bass player Laura sang
lead vocals on one tune, and

contributed harmonies on others. It
was a very enjoyable show!
June – The Midtown Creepers,
6/26/22
This show occurred too late to
include a review in this edition of
the Blue Notes, so please look for it
next issue!
The Stephen Kimball Band is scheduled to play in July. For August,
we’ll showcase Gloria T. & the Master Groovers. We’ll have no Blue
Sunday show in September, due to the Hall of Fame celebration
Member bands, these gigs are one of YOUR band membership
benefits! You get a guaranteed payday, a chance to play the Torch
Club (Sacramento's premier blues venue) and promotion and advertising by the Sacramento Blues Society. It's a win-win proposition!
To be considered for the “Blue Sunday” series, visit our website for
instructions on how to apply at sacblues.org. Click the "Home" tab,
then "About Us" in the dropdown menu. Scroll to "Events", click the
link, scroll down to "Blue Sunday", and you'll see a link for the signup form.

NAMM 2022!

By Rick Snyder

Editor’s Note: NAMM stands for the National Association of Music
Merchants. Each year they present the NAMM Show, where professionals and students from the music, sound and live event industries gather to see the latest product launches, and network while
listening to amazing live music, and attending free professional
education workshops and seminars.
After missing a
year of wandering the aisles and
halls of NAMM,
it was so good to
be back and put
some mileage
on my soles.
Now I know that
some believe,
seen one, seen
'em all, but that is not the case for myself. Each year promises new,
exciting, strange, and unusual innovations and products to be seen,
touched, and played (or at least played with). This year fulfilled that
promise and then some.

Dennis Goes To Memphis!
As Told by Dennis Moffett
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This account of the week’s adventure in Memphis, Tennessee at
The Blues Music Awards and the COVID-delayed International

Dennis Goes to Memphis, Con't. from P. 9

Traditional Blues Album
Acoustic Blues Artist
Blues Rock Artist
Contemporary Blues Female Artist
Contemporary Blues Male Artist
Soul Blues Female Artist

Blues Challenge 2022 was unique in that the IBCs are generally
held in January/February and were postponed last year.
The week started for me on May 4th
at the Rum Boogie Café, where many
of the stars showed up to jam and to
see old friends that have been locked
down with the pandemic. The music
was provided by the 2020 IBC winner,
Hector Anchondo. Musicians have
struggled for survival these past few
years, which led to a fun and relieved
feeling in the air to finally getting back
to doing what they love. Great opening
jam and party!
May 5th was the Blues Music Awards
evening. The awards evening was at
a beautiful new venue, the Renasant
Convention Center. It started with a
pre-party where bidders could bid on MANY Blues items in a silent
auction. The bar was open and for the first hour, it was party time
with some friends from the Sacramento Blues Society - John Ellis
and Val Starr, and Bo Ely - and
many other friends I have met in my
blues travels over the years.
We were requested to find our tables
and assigned seating and in doing
so, realized my seat was not an es-

pecially good seat because
they put single seat buyers
in the back. Ugh! For that
reason, I could not get any photos of the stage. They served a good
dinner, however, which was included with my ticket.
The evening ended with Kenny Neal and his Family Band just
tearing up the place with everyone in the audience standing and
dancing in the aisles, releasing all their pent-up emotions. It was a
wonderful night with amazing music and love in the air!
25 awards were presented this evening and the winners were:
BB King Entertainer of the Year
Album-of-the-Year
Band of the Year
Song of the Year
Acoustic Blues Album
Blues Rock Album
Contemporary Blues Album
Soul Blues Album

Tommy Castro
Tommy Castro
Tommy Castro
Tommy Castro
Eric Bibb
Mike Zito
Christone ‘Kingfish’ Ingram
Zac Harmon
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Sue Foley
Keb’ Mo
Albert Castiglia
Vanessa Collier
Christone ‘Kingfish’ Ingram
Annika ChambersDesLauriers
Curtis Salgado
Sue Foley
Taj Mahal
Danielle Nicole
Tom Hambridge
Eric Gales
Jason Ricci
Jimmy Carpenter
Mike Finnegan

Soul Blues Male Artist
Traditional Blues Female Artist
Traditional Blues Male Artist
Instrumentalist-Bass
Instrumentalist-Drums
Instrumentalist-Guitarist
Instrumentalist-Harmonica
Instrumentalist-Horn
Instrumentalist-Piano (Pinetop
Perkins Award)
Instrumentalist-Vocals
John Nemeth
The International Blues Challenge was next up on my week. I found
a spot in BB King’s
Club to watch the
bands do their sets.
The IBC rules allow
four bands to play
short 20-minute sets
with other rules to follow in keeping traditional Blues music in
mind. The bands play
their sets two nights
in the same venue
with the judges
changing venues
each night. They
then compile the
results to decide
the semifinalists.
On the last day,
which was on a
Monday this year,
all the finalists
compete at the
Orpheum Theater,
a beautiful old
theater with great
acoustics. This year's finalists were not only from the Phoenix Blues
Society, but one Korean Band and two French bands made the final
stage.
COMPLETE LIST OF INTERNATIONAL BLUES CHALLENGE’S
2022 WINNERS
BAND DIVISION
Winner: The Wacky Jugs
2nd Place Band: Cros
3rd Place Band: Soul Nite featuring D.K. Harrell

But I know the name of the m *%# r who did my brother in,
They put the last clean shirt on my brother Bill.
The story behind the song’s roots and suggestion of personal tragedy is lost to cultural history - too bad. Someone named ‘Bill’ OD’d
and that loss was clearly felt by somebody. Trying to find a relevant
date for the song sends one down a rabbit hole of US song and
drug history use that’s beyond the scope of this review. That said,
though it’s a memorable expression of loss from another time, the
song has a decidedly contemporary feel.
Haynes went on to state that the group felt a special obligation
to acknowledge the Black masters of the Blues that inspired later
“white pioneers,” though he doesn’t identify which artist-pioneers
he’s referring to. But the songs have their own power and energy
and once released by their creators, live on in their own space for
each listener to discover and appreciate. To that end, here’s a few
notable cuts from Mule’s Heavy Load Blues:
Beyond the aforementioned first cut, "Blues Before Sunrise", cut
two, "Hole in My Soul", starts with a drum stutter leading to some
plaintive horns, enabling lead singer Haynes to lament about walking around “in the city” lost and empty without his lover. The listener
can easily visualize a devastated lover with the emptiest of hearts
in an urban forest of darkened, impersonal streets and buildings,
lost and wandering directionless. This could’ve been just another
tired and worn cliché but managed by Mule it’s a convincing blues
metaphor. It certainly works in this song.
Then there’s cut three, "Wake up Dead". This is not the Megadeth
1986 song wherein the singer is trying to sneak home after having
been unfaithful. No, the Mule version is about drugs and alcohol
addiction. "Wake", Mule style, starts with a subdued organ repeating a simple chord when a guitar emphasis sets the background for
Haynes to kick in with an urgent message: get over your addiction
or die. It’s more urgent than the Megadeath version and speaks
more directly about using drugs to ease emotional pain.
The ten remaining songs round out this album and cover many of
the same themes of love, loss, and psychic pain, but that’s just the
lyrics-cargo, the real vehicle, the compelling transport vehicle, is the
musicianship. Some of the cuts start off with a hard Jimi Hendrixlike guitar intro while others pull you immediately in with a solid
blues horn ensemble. The listener gets handed off to a compelling
set of lyrics or is hung out for a while to marvel at music that varies
from psychedelic rock all the way to deep old-time blues. It’s more
than a worthy ride, it’s a fulfilling journey.

Dennis Goes to Memphis, Con't. from P. 10

SOLO/DUO DIVISION - Winner: Eric Ramsey
2nd Place: Jhett Black
GIBSON GUITAR AWARD (BEST BAND GUITARIST) - T.C. Carter
MEMPHIS CIGAR BOX GUITAR AWARD (BEST SOLO/DUO GUITARIST) - Winner: Eric Ramsey
LEE OSKAR HARMONICA AWARD
(BEST HARMONICA PLAYER) - Winner: Jhett Black
A good time was had by all!!

CD Review

Gov't Mule - Heavy Load Blues

A Southern Rock Band Playing Concerts and
Cutting albums for 25 Years Decides to go Blue

(Fantasy Records)

By Gregg Jamnetski

Gov’t Mule, known to its many fans as
‘Mule', took a decidedly blues direction from
its traditional Southern rock roots with this
moving and compelling album. The first
cut of the album can be found on YouTube
under the search ‘Gov’t Mule’ with the link
"Blues Before Sunrise". This cut (and the
album itself) is a passionate, hard driving
offer from Mule. It starts with Warren Haynes, singer and guitarist
(who previously played with the Allman Brothers) in a classic call
and response to the band with a “One, two three…” after which the
band kicks in and reaches deep into a blues repertoire.
With that, the case for Mule going "blue" on this album is made. In
his seven-minute NPR interview Haynes drives the point further
(https://www.npr.org/2021/11/28/1059600390/govt-mule-goes-backtotheir-genres-roots-to-release-first blues-album) and gives a solid
insight. It’s a simple and sensible reveal - COVID. When the lockdown hit full force, Mule’s tour schedule evaporated, and the group
decided to take their creative energies to the studio. But there’s
more…Haynes and company wanted an “old school recording,” and
decided on cutting the album in a studio that could give the songs a
“local bar” sound-vibe. They also decided on a set of songs from the
1955-75 era and “didn’t want to get any more modern.”
Haynes went on to say that the group was after “an old school
vibe…a grainy sound” with Howlin' Wolf being one the group’s inspirations. Then he also stated Jimi Hendrix was an inspiration as well
- two artists of vastly different tone and style. In terms of recording
quality however, the sound is as good as any contemporary album.
Haynes’ use of the word ‘grainy’ is a worthy metaphor but just a
reference to lyrics and musical artistry. Any listener, spending any
time with this album, will happily add, ‘well done".
Any one of the cuts on this album is cause for serious attention and
appreciation, but one in particular, "Brother Bill (The Last Clean
Shirt)" deserves special note. It was first released in 1964 by the
Honeyman aka Charles Otis and was written by Otis, Jerry Leiber,
and Mike Stoller. If ’64 is the release date, it’s reasonable to assume
it was written some time before then and the inspiration for it would
have occurred even earlier. Still, calling a song ‘haunting’ requires
at least a bit of justification and for that, the lyrics easily make the
case:
Some people said it was cocaine,
Some people said it was gin,

New SBS Merchandise Display
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Next time you're at the Starlet Room, or a Blue Sunday at the
Torch Club, be sure to stop by
our merchandise table and check
out the terrific new merchandise
display system put into effect by
our new Merchandise Committee
Chairperson, Lynette Shumway.
No more waiting for an SBS staffer
to paw through boxes of T-shirts to
find your size - everything is neatly
organized and easily available!
Check out our selection of SBS and
SBS/BITS logo T-shirts, hats, pins,
hoodies and more. Now that it's so
easy, you'll want to buy!

Blues in the Schools 2022 Showcase

Despite how COVID impacted our BITS program, with being unable
to hold our normal assemblies and student musician training, the
SBS still wanted to put together some kind of Showcase event to
celebrate our student education program. So, intrepid BITS CoChairs Rick Snyder and Jeff Herzog made it happen, with performances by a BITS Alumni band, Street Legal, The Beckett Blues
Band and the Faculty Blues Band (comprised of the BITS program
teachers!). It was a breezy and beautiful spring evening outside on
the patio of the Brookside Restaurant and Bar, a lovely setting for
our Big Day of Giving/BITS Showcase celebration.
Attendees heard some fun music, and we successfully raised funds
for Blues in the Schools and the SBS' General Fund.
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Tail Dragger at the Starlet Room

harmonica, howling saxophone and sharp guitar
licks backed by rock solid
percussion and bass
Wednesday, June 15th.
Mark Steinmetz - his "
Two Tone" moniker from
his shoes of choice - led
the band on a trip down
Route 66 (and route 69)
with his harmonica and

Not Quite a Night at the Opera… By Rick Snyder

May 11, 2022 - First of all, the Starlet Room is not the Met. Actually,
it is infinitely better.
A stage that's just
high enough to see
the performers no
matter where you
are in the room, a
room so intimate
that every nuance of
the performers is not
only seen but felt by
the audience. Every
imaginable type and
style of Blues Music
graces the stage
on any given Wednesday night. At least every Wednesday Night
for "Blues & Bourbon", a blues series extraordinaire, presented
by Sacramento's resident mistress of music, Mindy Giles of Swell
Productions.
On this
evening,
we were
treated to
the presence
of blues
icon James
Yancey
Jones; aka,
Tail Dragger Jones,
aka, the Tail
Dragger and mostly known as simply Tail Dragger (a name given to
him by his mentor, Howlin' Wolf, because he was frequently late to
gigs).
This is a man who literally embodies the essence of the blues. Six
marriages, 11 children, 20 grandchildren, working as a mechanic
all day and gigging all night, and a stint in prison for killing a fellow
musician who came at him with a knife all add to the mystique of the
blues musician known as Tail Dragger.
His Chicago-style blues filled the room that Wednesday night,
accompanied by Johnny Burgin on guitar. Dennis Dove on drums,
Chris Matteos on bass and Aki Kumar on the harp. The music literally took control of the room as Tail Dragger strode off stage and
into the audience, singing face to face with some of the ladies in
attendance.
I couldn't tell you what songs he played or how long he played, as I
was mesmerized by the power of his presence on stage and in the
room. It's a here forever experience. If you were there, then you
know. If you missed this leg of the tour, be sure to catch him the
next time around!

vocals, teasing and joking with
the appreciative audience, many
of them veteran Two Tone fans.
Steiny traded solos with guitarist
Kenny Marchese, who laid down
riff after riff with precision and
purpose on songs like "Bottom
Dollar" showing off his classic
Stratocaster, while bassist John
Halliwell thumped his vintage
Fender with toe tapping vibes all
night. Jeff Minnieweather's drumming kept the pace and he held
his own in unique duets with horn
man Danny "El Chicano" Sandoval
as Sandoval would blast his sax and Minnieweather would snap
back a drum- run in delightful combinations.
"He's a power of nature," Minnieweather said of Sandoval, who
used his sax to enthrall the fans
in song after song. Sandoval
was a force, claiming the stage
and even prowling through the
crowd to play what he calls "in
your face" music to the delight of
all. Sandoval cradled his 1968
French-made tenor saxophone
he's been playing since he was
17 years old, and making it cry,
laugh and almost tell stories.
Steiny, dapper with his electric blue suit and shades, shared
himself with his fans, "My jaw is sore from smiling," he grinned, "just
from playing with this band." And he introduced a "divorce" song
as "poignant because a sad story makes for good lyrics" before
launching into "Standing on the Corner." He also enthused his
appreciation for the female physique with "Hip Shaking Woman"
but probably the best jam of the night was "Big Leg Women" with
the band slow-cooking the song about collard greens and southern
women while the crowd hooted and hollered their delight.
Two Tone and the Cadillacs didn't disappoint and the Sacramento
Blues Society keeps on keeping on, so keep your eyes on SBS for
this summer's best blues.

Show Review – Two-Tone Steiny & the
Cadillacs with Danny Sandoval “Blow by
By Max Williams
Blow”
June 15, 2022 - Two Tone Steiny and the Cadillacs took a full
Starlet Room crowd for a ride with classic blues featuring wailing
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Sacramento Blues Society Sponsors
Thank you for your support and generosity! Members, please patronize our Sponsoring Businesses!

Platinum Sponsor

This Spot Available!

Gold Sponsor

SBL Productions

Swell Productions

Silver Sponsor

Stoney’s Rockin’ Rodeo

The Torch Club

Bronze Sponsor

Mylar Productions

Blue Sponsor

Guitar Workshop

https://sblentertainment.com
www.stoneyinn.com

www.swell-productions.com
www.torchclub.com

www.williammylar.com

www.guitarworkshoponline.com

AutoAccident.com
www.autoaccident.com

Music & Art Sacramento
bray38@hotmail.com

Bookkeeping with Dee
www.bookkeepingwithdee.com

Business Owners, if you don’t see your name here, why not join or renew your sponsorship today?
Jeff Herzog
John Turner
Gabriel Santos & Sheri Murphy
Karen Duran
Donita Romero & Scott Berenson Mary Carrera
Joe Cattarin
Joel Hensley
Laurel Lefebvre
Shirley McCoy
Roger & Judith Patterson
Karl Weiss
Please join these major donors by making a tax deductible contribution on our new website: www.sacblues.org or by sending a check
made out to “The Sacramento Blues Society” to SBS, PO Box
60580, Sacramento, CA 95860-0580. We need your continued support. When you renew your membership, why not add an additional
contribution? Every little bit helps!

Thank You Donors

Our donors and members are the life blood of our organization.
Without you we would be unable to accomplish our mission.
Lynette Shumway & Earl
Gregg & Cheryl Jamnetski
Withycombe
Doug and Sheri Pringle
Rob and Alison Sawyer
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SBS Members Get 15% Off Regular Prices!

Sacramento Blues Society Member Bands
Need music for an event or an occasion? Hire an SBS Member Band! And buy their CDs!
Almost Blue
Amy Celeste & The Best
www.almostbluesacramento.com amycelestemusic.com

The Anthony Paule Soul
Orchestra
www.anthonypaule.com

Big Earl & the Cryin'
Shame
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Big-Earl-a

Blind Lemon Peel
https://www.facebook.com/
blindlemonpeel/

The Bluez Houndz
nmurray22@att.net

The Carmen Ratti Band
www.carmenrattiband.com/

Chicken & Dumpling
www.chickenanddumpling.net

Crossing 49
www.crossing49.com

Danny Sandoval
https://dannysandoval.com/

Dave Croall & The
Soothers
www.soothersblues.com

The Dave Segal Band
www.davesegalband.com

Dr. Rock & The Stuff
www.bookthestuff.com

Evan Thomas Blues
Band
evanthomasbluesband.com

Gloria T & The Master
Groovers
www.mzgloriat.com

Guitar Mac Blues
Express
www.guitarmac.net

The Harold Sessions Trio The Hucklebucks
https://bit.ly/3E7I0t
www.thehucklebucks.com

Jeramy Norris & The
Blues Cartel
www.dangerousblues.com

Julie & the Jukes
http://julieandthejukes.com/

The Katie Knipp Band
katieknipp.com

The Low Down Dirty
Dogs
www.lowdowndirtydogs.com

The Luni Tones
info@rickreedpr.com

Melonnee Desiree &
The LockedDownTight
Band
www.melonneedesiree.com

The Mick Martin Big
Band
http://micksbluesrockers.com

The Midtown Creepers
jmcguire@comcast.net

Nedra & Julio NJR
Music
www.njrmusic.com

The Neon Moon Band
www.neonmoon.band

The Nipper Brothers
Blues Band
mas@sacderm.com

Papa Day Blues Band
www.oldbluesdude.com

The Ray “Catfish”
Copeland Band
www.raycatfishcopeland.com

Red’s Blues
www.redsbluesband.com

Rick Estrin & The Night
Cats
www.rickestrin.com

The Rockin' Blues Band
dtbiesanz12@icloud.com

The Stephen Kimball
Band
https://www.instagram.com/stevekimballmusic/

Tim Noxon Rockin’
Blues Band
www.facebook.com/TimNoxonRockinBluesBand

Todd Morgan Music
toddmorganmusic.com

Tony & The Tuff Times
www.facebook.com/tattblues

Val Starr & The Blues
Rocket
www.valstarr.com

The West Coast Playboys w. Andy Santana
https://westcoastplayboys.com

The William Mylar Band
www.williammylar.com

Zen Vudu
facebook.com/Danamoret

15

P. O. Box 60580
Sacramento, CA 95860-0580

Blue Notes is the official
bi-monthly newsletter of
the Sacramento Blues
Society.
Editor: Cari Chenkin
Send information for the
newsletter to:
editor@sacblues.org,
or mail to Editor at the
above address.
Not a Member? Join on
our website,
www.sacblues.org
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